
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 16, 2018 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship and Lighting the 3rd Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 4 [Creator of the Stars of Night] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, there are things I do, and  feelings and thoughts 
I have, which I do not like.  What I do makes me uncomfortable, 
and the thoughts and feelings which come to me make me 
uneasy.  I believe I should not do or have these.  They are not me; 
certainly not me at my best or the me I believe I should be or even 
want to be.  I find I cannot completely stop myself from doing 
what makes me uncomfortable or having the thoughts and 
feelings which make me uneasy, but I think I should be able to do 
so.  Admitting this is tantamount to failing since I do not know 
what else to do, and continuing the struggle to overcome my 
actions, thoughts and feelings is grinding me down.  The truth is, I 
am already worn out by this struggle. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 3:7-18 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 14 [Savior of the Nations, Come] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 38 [It Came Upon the Midnight Clear] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 23, 2018 
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7; 

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55). 
 
F.Y.I. 
 You are invited to share your holiday baking/cooking with us at 
the coffee time following worship.  There is a sign-up sheet. 
 There is information on the Christmas Toy Program run by R.P. 
Public Safety. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
 It is time to budget for 2019. There is a letter concerning this, 
as well as pledge cards, on the table in the coffee area.  Pledges 
may be placed in the offering plates on any Sunday or mailed to 
the church office.  Envelopes are on the table as well. 
 Our Christmas Eve service will take place next Sunday Evening, 
December 23rd, at 7:30pm.  If we bring some food to share there 
will be food for after. 
 Can you loan us a Poinsettia for Christmas Eve and the Sunday 
following Christmas? 
 Christmas cards for the church family may be placed on the 
tree banner in the coffee room. 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 The awareness that something about the way we feel, think, or 
behave is off-target, inappropriate, or just plain bad/wrong is a 
great gift. Without this awareness we would live disconnected from 
our own life and would live most of our life on “automatic.” 
Ignorance like this is supposed to be bliss, but it is not living. 
Awareness makes it possible to actually have a life and participate 
in it consciously. This awareness is the first internal event in Advent. 
 The ability to respond to the awareness that something about 
the way we feel, think, or behave is off-target, inappropriate, or just 
plain bad/wrong is an even greater gift. With this ability we have 
the possibility of setting right what we believe is off-target. We can 
think about what we experience and make changes to our thinking, 
feeling and behaving, changes which will allow us to feel more at-
ease and at-home with ourselves. The appearance of this ability is 
the second internal event in Advent. I think most of us believe living 
in this way, responding to what we think of as off-target and then 
making corrections, is the epitome of living as a human being. 
 So, when we find ourselves in a situation where we are aware 
that something is off-target, and we are unable to respond in such 
a way as to make changes which correct that condition, we will find 
ourselves in a difficult place, since making the effort to correct what 
is wrong is all we know. The awareness that we do not know how to 
and are unable to make changes in something we believe needs to 
be changed would be difficult to accept. It is possible to live an 
entire life and never reach this acceptance, always striving to 
change something about ourselves which we believe is bad/wrong, 
and being worn out from, and worn down by, the effort. As the 
reality dawns on us that we are being worn down and out by the 
effort to change what we are not successful in changing, we come 
to the place of facing that this is what is true of us. Normally, this 
awareness would be viewed as the worst of all news, but in Advent 
it is viewed as yet another great gift. The awareness that we are 
unable to change something about ourselves that we believe needs 
to be changed is the third internal event in the Season of Advent. It 
makes us receptive to an intervention by what is “other” than 
ourselves.              [Jim Robie, 12-14-18] 
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Third Sunday of Advent – Luke 3:7-18 
We will begin with a statement: God desires us to engage the 

life that is ours and participate in its unfolding. This statement 
expresses a shift in the way people commonly think about a 
Christian religious life. Most people think of it in terms of ethics and 
morality: we do good deeds, we act nice, we are kind, we are 
helpful, etc. Such a sentiment is not wrong, but it is incomplete and 
therefore insufficient. A more sufficient way to think of a Christian 
religious life is to think in terms that are relational and 
participative. A religious life is first and foremost about inhabiting 
the life that is ours, i.e. paying attention to and considering the 
thoughts and feelings that come to us, being aware of what moves 
and motivates us, opening to being made conscious of what lies 
below the surface of our life, learning how to look at our life in a 
sympathetic and compassionate way, attending to the way we 
relate to ourselves and others, and through all this learning 
personally what living a human life actually involves. The Christian 
religious life is not about the pursuit of ideals; it is about being 
receptive to being internally disclosed and then inhabiting what 
has been revealed. The sensitivity and awareness that are 
developed on this journey are what inform our ethics and morality; 
they shape the way we live, and especially the way we relate to 
others. God is the reality that encourages and facilitates this 
relational and participative living. A Christian life involves 
interacting with the different ways God initiates and orchestrates 
this kind of growth and expansion. 

To call God’s interest in our living this way a “desire” is 
misleading; it is more like a passion or craving. To satisfy this 
craving, God labors to initiate and expand our awareness. When 
the way we live is not an adequate manifestation of the life we 
actually have, or when the heart has fallen out of some important 
part of the way we live, or when the way we live no longer fits well 
with who we have become, God seizes the opportunity and urges 
that lack of congruence into our awareness so that the 
incongruence becomes something we can face and unpack. This is 
a time when we lose the sense of ease with the life we are living, 
and that loss is the first internal event in Advent. As the loss 

registers in our awareness, we begin the journey into Advent. This 
loss is a doorway into greater and deeper participation in our own 
life. 

We are moved farther into Advent as we find ourselves urged to 
immerse ourselves in this situation and to feel, think, reflect on and 
respond to the loss that has visited us. Using mythological language, 
this urging is the voice of John the Baptist calling us to repent [to 
think again or differently]. In response to this urging we find 
ourselves engaging the loss, reflecting on it, and seeking in some 
way to remove it from our life so that we can recover and “bear 
good fruit,” “fruit worthy of repentance.” Today’s text gives 
examples of John’s exhortation to get our life back on track by 
changing the way we live. Our responding to the loss by feeling it, 
thinking and reflecting on it, and responding to it is another way we 
are drawn into participating in the unfolding of our life. The 
appearance of this summons to repent, and our responding to it, is 
the second internal event in the season of Advent. 

There are always parts of our life in which we are capable of 
participating. When change is needed or required, we find we can 
entertain the thoughts and feelings that tell us so, and then reflect 
on them so that we eventually arrive at a different way of living. As 
a result, changes occur which expand the way we live, especially the 
way we relate to ourselves and others, and our lives become better 
balanced. In these arenas of our life we are able to interact with 
what enters our awareness, and through that interaction we 
discover and implement changes that are needed. In this way, the 
loss we experience gets addressed in some way. When this 
happens, we are in fact inhabiting the life that is ours, and are 
participating in the unfolding of our life. 

However, there are other aspects of our life where participating 
in our life and making changes that are important and needed is not 
only difficult but is beyond us. For different reasons we are not able 
to engage what enters our awareness, especially anything that 
informs us that it is time for a change.  No matter what John 
encourages us to do, we find that nothing shifts, and our loss is not 
addressed. For those of us who live in this state the season of 
Advent unfolds further and deeper. The third internal event of 



Advent is the realization that we are unable to make the changes 
and adjustments that allow our life to work better and fit us more 
appropriately. We realize that we need something other than being 
exhorted to make this effort. We need more information about 
what is happening in us regarding why we are unable to make 
changes that are effective. Using the language of the text—we 
wonder if John is the Messiah and his exhortation is the best and 
only way needed change can come to our life, and what we realize 
is that the answer is “No.” Into the middle of this awareness a 
promise is offered…something else/someone else will come, and it 
is more powerful than our being stuck in the emotional, 
psychological and behavioral patterns that have us in their grip. 
What will come will acquaint us with what is outside of our 
awareness and our control; it will be dedicated to the 
transformation of our life; and it will winnow us, keeping in our 
lives that which is “wheat,” and refining what is “chaff.” The third 
internal event of Advent is our realizing that the effort to pull our 
life together and make changes is not succeeding. We need to live 
in and with this perception for a while, and allow it to sink in. By 
doing so we are again participating in the unfolding of our life. 

The effort to pull our life together, and the failure of that effort, 
prepares the way for what will come next in Advent. What comes 
will not direct our attention to what we need to do to bring about 
effective change. What comes will help us focus on what God will 
do to change us. We will be prepared to receive something of which 
we cannot conceive. What comes will pull our life together in a new 
and different way, and we must learn to watch for it. So, we live in 
this situation for a while, and allow our inability to change 
ourselves remain in our awareness. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-14-18, 3rd of Advent, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 3:7-18] 


